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01:165:322 Introduction to Classical Chinese
Course Information and Syllabus

Instructor: Xiubo Shan

« Office: Scott Hall 237
o Office Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 4:20-5:20 PM
e E-mail: xs147@alc.rutgers.edu

Class meeting times: Mondays and Wednesdays--2:50-4:10 PM
Classroom: Scott Hall 219 (College Avenue)

Number of Credits: 3

Course Description

This course provides an introduction to Classical Chinese, known in Chinese as X 5
or X%, Classical Chinese is a written form of Chinese that differs substantially
from colloquial or spoken Chinese and which served as the standard for written texts for
most of Chinese history. The grammar, style, and vocabulary of Classical Chinese still
finds influence in formal Chinese writing in modern times. So even students who only
wish to learn modern Chinese should be familiar with the basics of Classical Chinese.

Course Goals

This class will introduce the essentials of Classical Chinese vocabulary and grammar. By
the end of the class students will be able to analyze and read simple texts in Classical
Chinese. They will also be able write simple texts in literary Chinese and to recite
selected short passages in the language.

Textbook

John C. Y. Wang, Sue-mei Wu, Shaoyu Jiang, Frank F. S. Hsueh. Classical Chinese
Primer. Set of 2 volumes—reader (ISBN 978-962-996-339-2) & workbook (ISBN 978-
962-996-340-8). The Chinese University Press (Columbia U. Press is U.S. agent). Paper,
2007. ISBN: 978-962-996-286-9 (This is the ISBN for Reader + Workbook Combined)



Course Ground Rules

1. Make-ups for missed dictations, tests and exams will only be given for legitimate absences
that are reported at the Rutgers absence reporting site: https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/. If you are ill
(and present a note from your doctor) or observing a religious holiday, you will be allowed to
makeup the one you missed.

2. Course Attendance: You are required to attend every class. Please inform the instructor of
your absence in advance via Rutgers Online Absences. Report System at
https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/. If you miss class for more than 15 minutes, your lateness will be
counted as a half absence. More than 3 (including 3) unexcused absences will lead automatically
to an “F”. Final grade will be lowered by 1 point for each unexcused absence.

Extra Credit
Students interested in earning extra credit in this class have a couple of standing options:

1) You may visit any current exhibit about China or things Chinese (such as Chinese art
or archaeology) at a museum or elsewhere in the greater New Jersey, New York,
Philadelphia area and write a one page report about what you observed and learned at the
exhibit and how it might relate to the topic of this course. The report must be written
entirely by you in your own words and handed to me printed out and include the original
admission ticket or admission receipt showing the date of the visit.

2) You may attend any talk, lecture, or presentation about China or things Chinese (such
as Chinese history, literature, or current events) at Rutgers or elsewhere and write a one
page report about what you heard and learned at the talk and how it might relate to the
topic of this course. The report must be written entirely by you in your own words and
handed to me printed out and include proof of attendance showing the date of the visit
(such as a flyer or announcement signed by the speaker or organizer with a written
statement giving your name and stating that you attended).

Extra Credit work must be handed in within 2 weeks of the visit or event it is based on
and at the latest by the date of the final exam.

Grading

Your final grade will be calculated as follows:

Effort 20% (or more)
Homework 20%
Tests 30%

Final 30%

el NS



The "effort" grade will be based on regular attendance, preparation, and class
participation. Students will lose points for unexcused absences, tardiness, leaving class
early, poor classroom attitude, and failure to hand in homework on time.

CHINESE 322--Spring 2020

Semester Schedule

Week 1 W 1/22 Course introduction
Week 2 | M1/27 16: “t+HFEHF—BRRIGER.
W 1/29 16: “ANHlZ e WERZ 7
Week 3 | M2/3 17: “PUsEHF—R T,
W 2/5 17: “B, e nii——m e Mg M.
Week 4 | M2/10 Test 1 (16-17)
W 2/12 18: “F R AE—BAES.
Week 5 | M2/17 18: “FHEMH—BAmE...”
W 2/19 19: “AJERZ Hh— N2 7.
Week 6 | M2/24 19: “HEHEII—REF=F28.
W 2/26 Test 2 (18-19)
Week 7 M3/2 20
W 3/4 21: “MANFERE—NEEEAENR.
Week 8 | M3/9 21: “BRhEFH RIBE K.
W 3/11 21: “RHEz—NASHRZ .
Week 9 | M3/23 Test 3 (20-21)
22: “HHeRf U HEd% B AL KE 20 is e
W 3/25 Re
Week 10 | M3/30 22: “BBFE——+FEMk. .
W 4/1 23: “THEHAREZ F——PIMEB 2 . 7




Week 11 | M4/6 23: “WHEES RME—WRKEF. ”

W 4/8 23: “REIEFE JHEHE BIT—— B AE.
Week 12 | M4/13 Test 4 (22-23)

W 4/15 24: “FHIESRR & T FRFh. »
Week 13 | M4/20 24: “REMFMEDi—HEWEL.

W 4/22 25: “BRABE L EIER B EAE,
Week 14 | M4/27 25: 4TI F T — AR E S 7

W 4/29 26: “RIRN _ERF——R A U REE . 7
Week 15 | M5/4 Final Review
Final Wednesday, May 16-26

Exam

13, 12PM-3PM




