Topics in Classical Chinese Poetry and Poetics (16:217:527)
Han, Wei and Six Dynasties
Course Guidelines and Syllabus

Spring 2020 Instructor: Professor Wendy Swartz
wendy.swartz@rutgers.edu
Scott Hall 323
Office Hour: T 11:00-12:00, and
by appointment

Course Description: This course introduces the major poetic genres and works of the Han, Wei
and Six Dynasties, the formative period for classical poetry. It will focus primarily on the art of
reading poetry, with attention to relevant historical, biographical and literary-historical contexts.
Emphasis will thus be placed on 1) learning the conventions of particular genres and subgenres, 2)
assessing the qualities of individual poets and poems through an examination of their
manipulation of these conventions, and a comparison with other voices in the tradition, and 3)
recognizing the larger stylistic shifts and literary concerns that developed over the course of early
medieval China. Readings from a selection of modern criticism will be helpful for understanding
individual poets, issues and themes. Primary texts and commentaries are in Chinese, therefore
proficiency in reading both modern and classical Chinese is required.

Requirements and Grading:

1. Participation (10%): Participation in the translation and analysis of poems in class is
mandatory. Students will need to come to class having read and translated all of the assigned
poems and critical literature.

2. Class presentation (20%): Each week a student will be delegated to present on the weekly
secondary readings (highlighted in bold). These brief presentations should summarize and
analyze the main arguments of the readings and pose questions about them. All other students
will read in advance the selected material and be ready to pose questions about the reading.

3. Papers (70%): Students are required to submit one midterm paper (30%) and one final
research paper (40%)*.

Midterm Paper: 5-7 pages in length. Choose a theme, issue or author and construct an argument
based on close reading of two or more texts. Try to be original and careful in your analysis. No
research beyond course materials is required.

Final Research Paper: 18-20 pages in length. Discuss a theme, issue or figure based primarily on
textual analyses of works by a single author or by different authors. Research beyond course
readings is also required. Please see me first to discuss your topic. *MAT students may choose to
submit a portfolio of translations and annotations of poems in lieu of a final research paper.

Course Materials:

A course reader in a PDF file will be made available on SAKAI to students enrolled in the course.



You may download the texts of the poems, included in Lu Qinli’s Xian Qin Liang Han Wei Jin
Nanbeichao shi, from Sinica Scripta.

Secondary Readings: The following books are on reserve at Alexander Library. Please check
online at http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/course_reserves for the location of particular books.
Most of the books on reserve are on the 3™ floor, at the graduate reserves desk, though some
books are on the 1* floor, at the undergraduate reserves desk.
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Class Schedule:

Week 1 (January 21): Introduction

Week 2 (January 28): Early yuefu %%
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Read Only: EJR, 47 9% 4T
Secondary Readings: Stephen Owen, The Making of Early Chinese Classical Poetry, 1-138;
Wang Yunxi, Han Wei Liuchao yuefu shi, Chp. 1, 2.2; Hans Frankel, “Yiieh-fu Poetry,” pp. 69-94.
Recommended: Xiao Difei, Han Wei Liuchao yuefu wenxueshi, pp. 1-32, 60-101; Charles Egan,

“Reconsidering the Role of Folk Songs in Pre-T’ang Yiieh-fu Development” and “Were Yiieh-fu
Ever Folk Songs? Reconsidering the Relevance of Oral Theory and Balladry Analogies.”

Week 3 (February 4): “Nineteen Old Poems” 3%+ /L&
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#15 (2 A R4 E)

#19 (9A A ez %)
Read Only: the rest of the set
Secondary Readings: Stephen Owen, The Making of Early Chinese Classical Poetry, 178-259;
Zhang Qingzhong, Gushi shijiushou huishuo shangxi yu yanjiu, pp. 121-162. Recommended:
Yeh Chia-ying, “Yi zu yidong er nanjie de hao shi,” in Jialing tan shi, pp. 21-44; Jean-Pierre
Diény, Les dix-neuf poémes anciens.
Week 4 (February 11): Ji’an 2 4 Poets I: The Cao Family (Cao Cao ¥ #%, Cao Pi & &,
and Cao Zhi & 42)
Cao Cao: 247
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Secondary Readings: Stephen Owen, The Making of Early Chinese Classical Poetry, 139-177;
Xiaofei Tian, The Halberd at Red CIiff, 102-119. Recommended: Hans Frankel, “Fifteen
Poems,” pp. 1-14.
Week 5 (February 18): Ji’an Poets II: Wang Can £ 4%, Liu Zhen %]4#, and Xu Gan 4 #
Wang Can: tExF(H— D)
MEF (L)
Liu Zhen: R

Xu Gan: FE(H - = 2



Secondary Readings: Xiaofei Tian, The Halberd at Red Cliff, 84-90; Deng Shiliang, “Jian’an
shidai de wenxue guannian,” in Luo Zongqiang, ed., Gudai wenxue lilun yanjiu, 192-211;
Wang Pengting, Jian’an qi zi yanjiu, 190-235; Lin Wenyue, “Penglai wenzhang Ji’an gu,” pp.
1-22; Li Zehou, Zhongguo meixue shi, pp. 18-24. Recommended: Ronald Miao, Early Medieval
Chinese Poetry; Jean-Pierre Diény, “Lecture de Wang Can (177-217).”

Week 6 (February 25): Ruan Ji ftf%

“Yonghuai” #1, 3, 5, 6, 17, 31, 33, 61, 67
Read Only: the rest of the “Yonghuai” poems

Secondary Readings: Holzman, Poetry and Politics, Introduction, Chps. 1, 3, 4, 6, 11,
Conclusion; Pauline Yu, Reading of Imagery, pp. 131-139.

Week 7 (March 3): Western and Eastern Jin poetry: Pan Yue % %, Lu Ji 4, Zuo Si £ %
and Xuanyan poetry % % ¥

Pan Yue: T ()

Lu Ji: Ak 3% 38 P4 (two poems)

Zuo Si: FEF (=, =, %)
e

Secondary Readings: Jiang Jianyun, Taikang wenxue yanjiu, 158-206. Recommended: Wang
Yao, “Pan Lu yu Xi Jin wenshi,” pp. 247-260; Qian Zhixi, Wei Jin shige yishu yuan lun, pp. 210-
329; Deng Shiliang, Liang Jin shi lun, pp. 106-117.

Sun Chuo: HMerad—7

KB FF
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Wang Xizhi: 3 #3F (&K K £38)
Secondary Readings: Hu Dalei, “Xuanyan shi the meili ji mi de shi luo,” 59-68; Chen
Shunzhi, Dong Jin xuanyan shipai yanjiu, 110-124; Wendy Swartz, Reading Philosophy,
Writing Poetry, 158-183. Recommended: Fu Gang, Wei Jin Nanbeichao shige shilun, 153-182.
Week 8 (March 10): Tao Yuanming 5 ] 88
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Secondary Readings: Tian Xiaofei, Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture, 1-55; Wendy
Swartz, Reading Tao Yuanming, 130-144; Reading Philosophy, Writing Poetry, 184-221.
Recommended: Yuan Xingpei, Tao Yuanming yanjiu, pp. 57-77, 109-121; Chang Sun kang-i, Six

Dpynasties Poetry, pp. 3-46; Dai Jianye, Chengming zhi jing, pp. 174-204; Yeh Chia-ying, Jialing
tan shi, pp. 45-55; Wang Kuo-ying, Gujin yinyi shiren zhi zong, pp. 10-46.

March 17: Spring Break: No Class

Week 9 (March 24): Xie Lingyun #} % £
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Secondary Readings: Li Yan, Xie Lingyun yanjiu, 199-289; Wendy Swartz, Reading
Philosophy, Writing Poetry, 222-258; Sun Kang-I Chang, Six Dynasties Poetry, pp. 47-78; Ge
Xiaoyin, Shanshui tianyuan shipai yanjiu, 32-48. Recommended: Lin Wenyue, Xie Lingyun;
Francis Westbrook, “Landscape Transformation in the Poetry of Hsieh Ling-yiin,” pp. 237-254.

Week 10 (March 31): Guest Lecture by Professor Cheng Yu-yu (National Taiwan
University); Midterm Paper Due
Week 11 (April 7): Bao Zhao #3 P2,

BATHIETANE (L—, =, @, )
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Secondary Readings: Su Jui-lung, Bao Zhao shiwen yanjiu, 125-215; Chang, Six Dynasties
Poetry, pp. 79-111. Recommended: Zhang Zhiyue, “Bao Zhao ji qi shi xin tan,” 58-65.
Week 12 (April 14): Xie Tiao 3k
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Secondary Readings: Wei Gengyuan, Xie Tiao shilun, 70-110; Chang, Six Dynasties Poetry,

pp. 112-145; Ge Xiaoyin, Shanshui tianyuan shipai yanjiu, pp. 48-60; Hong Shunlong, “Xie Tiao
shengping ji qi zuopin yanjiu” in Xie Xuancheng ji jiao zhu, pp. 1-35.

Week 13 (April 21): Yu Xin & 4%
BRI =T LH G, = =1 W)
A A
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Secondary Readings: Xu Baoyu, Yu Xin yanjiu, 140-167; Lin Yi, Yu Xin yanjiu, 97-110; Ji
Ding, Yu Xin yanjiu, 31-46, 68-73, 106-126; Chang, Six Dynasties Poetry, pp. 146-184.
Recommended: Graham and Hightower, “Y1i Hsin’s ‘Songs of Sorrow,” pp. 5-55.
Week 14 (April 28): Southern Dynasties palace poetry ‘= 52 3%
Yu Jianwu FRAZE T E
RAn BIE A
Xiao Gang B
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Liu Xiaochuo k& ¥
Chen Shubao  E#4% £ 1L



Secondary Readings: Tian Xiaofei, Beacon Fire and Shooting Star, 1-14, 162-259; Ronald
Miao, “Palace-Style Poetry,” 1-42; Anne Birrell, New Songs from a Jade Terrace, “Introduction.”
Recommended: Hu Dehuai, Qi Liang wentan yu si Xiao yanjiu, pp. 28-35; Wu Fusheng, The
Poetics of Decadence, pp. 41-75.



